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reserve! That is all we have. There are
about 8,000 maritime reserves and seamcen,
and about 1,000 men prepared to work air-
eraft, We should have a force of a quarter
of a million men. If we had 230,000 men
being trained and ready to use rifles or
other munitions of war

Hon. G, W. Miles: That would do away
with all the sustenanee business,

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: If it went out to
the world that Australia had 250,000 soldiers
ready, there would be ne invasion of our
land. To bear people say that thev are not
in favour of econseriptien! I am in favour
of conseription for home defence. People
may retort, “Yes, you are too old to go.” 1
iried my hardest to go to the South African
war. When the Great War bhegan, in 1914,
1 consulted a doctor, and he told me that
I had a bad heart and had only two yvears
to live. Thank Heaven, I was able to do
something in a private position during the
Great War! I have always regretted the
fact that T am the eldest son in seven genera-
tions whe was not an officer in the British
Army., At any rate, we must have conserip-
tion; and I trust that on the first day the
Federal Parliament meets, conscription will
bhe brought in. Every boy at sehool old
enough to handle a rille should be taught
drill. Every boy on leaving school should be
taken into a training eamp; but if a boy in
a training camp could at any time show
that he had either been promised a job
or the chance of a position, let him
out. But gather in every ablebodied
that we ean, on the strict understanding
that this conseription means Australian de-
fence. If later on it 1s necessary to send
troops out of Australia, call for volunteers
amongst the trainees. We shall get plenty
if thev are asked to go out. Conseription,
however, I want o see introduced for Aus-
tralian defence. There is not a man in Aus-
tralia whe would not fight to prevent
burglars or murderers from coming into his
home and perhaps ill-using or killing his
famly., Service in Auwstralia amounts to
exactly the same thing, and plenty of
men will volunteer if required abroad. But
for the defence of Australia ifself every
Jad and every man should be prepared te
be conscripted so that he ean do his share.
I am indeed sorry to think that we have to
do it. I do not like econseripting men. I do
not like to send any man to do a job that he
wonld not do voluntarily and with goodwill.
However, we are now in sueh a position that
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we have to take drastic action, It is vitally
necessary. We lave all done our best to make
a little money and save it for the benefit of
our families. Nearly all of us have insured
our lives, and nll our assets are held by the
life assurance companies. The banks lold
the deposits which are to see us through our
old age. Every one of those securitics may
ro suddenly unless we are prepared to

flefend ourselves against aggression. A
nation not far from us now haz suh-
marines that can go to Sydney and ie-

tarn without re-fuelling, submarines that can
stand 25 niles cut and shell Sydney to
pieces. | was told that in Sydney by the
Minister for Defence some years ago.
The socner we have a quarter of a million
frained men and a thonsand aeroplanes the
better. No time should be lost in putting us
into a position of more assured safety than
exists at the present day. I have only one
fear. T am not afraid of the results of con-
seription, I think that when the people
realise the position, the matter of conserip-
tion will not make any difference to politi-
cians advoeating it. Not that I, for one,
care a hang. I certainly advocate conserip-
tion for home defence. My only fear is that
already we may be too late.

On motion by Hon. @G. B. Wood, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.12 pm.

Aegislative HAgsembly.
Thursdoay, 13th August, 1936.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, SHEEP
TRUCKS.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, How many new CXa (sheep)
trucks have been construeted during the last
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three vears? 2, How many are in use on
the railways to-day? 3, How many old type
sheep trucks have been fitted with a water-
proof roof and floor during the last three
vears?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Minister for Railways) replied: 1, 38. 2,
73. 3, 17, and in addition 28 trucks have
been fitted with waterproof roofs.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On motion by the Minister for Mines (for
the Premier), Committees for the Session
were appointed as follows:—

Library—Mpr, Speaker, Miss Holman, and
Mr. Patrick.

Standing  Orders—Mr. Speaker, the
Chairman of Committees, Mr. Doney, Mr.
Johnson, and Mr. Sampson.

Hounse.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. Lambert, M.
McLarty, Mr. Stubbs, and Mr. Wilson.

Printing.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. J. MacCal-
lum Smith, and Mr, Withers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,

Fourth Day.

Debate resumed from the previens day.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [4.34]: I wish
first of all to join with those who have con-
eratulated you, Mr. Speaker, upon your re-
appointment to the Chair, I have not been
a member of this Chamber for a long period,
but I have been struck with the even-handed
justice you have dispensed to all members,
and I am appreciative of the mabpner in
which you received me when I first entered
the Chamber, and the assistance you have
always heen prepared to give me when I re-
cquired direction, I frust you may he just
as satisfied during this Parliament with your
seat in the Speaker’s Chair as I believe vou
were during the last Parliament. I pro-
pose to toueh upon one or two matters of
local importance in my elegtorate, and one
ar two others that, in my view, are of im-
portanee to the greater portion of Western
Australia. The first T will deal with is,
naturally, a loeal matter. Tt has to do with
the water supply in my home town of Katan-
ning. It may be of interest to memnbers to
know that while the reservoir at that centre
is supposed, when full, to contain 31,000,000
gallons, the contents unfortunately over a
perind of years have contained at best abount
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20 per cent. mud. Despite the supposed capa-
city, at the present time, notwithstanding
the period of the wear and the rainfall of
over 10 inches, there are only 2,000,000 gal-
lons in the reservoir. We have 2,600 people
in Katanning, and members will appreciate
the position if present conditions continue.
Were this a new state of affairs, I would
hardly have referred to it, but over a long
period of years it ltas happened quite regu-
larly. What we are going to do regarding
the matter is a little problematieal. When
I inform you, Sir, that not only dees the
logal Government hospital rely upon this
source for its water supply, but, in addi-
tion, two butter factories and the large
number of persons represented by the popu-
lation of the town, you will realise that the
local authorities, who are in charge of the
scheme, arve at their wits’ end to know what
to do for its betterment. Because they
were anxious te  do  something, they
determined to request the Minister to
supply them with the services of an
engineger, which he kindly did. T trust that
engineer's repou; will convinee the Minister
that the ‘local anthoritics ave not in any way
responsible for the condition of the water
supply for the town; that they have dene
their best to supply water in sufficient guan-
titics and to provide the best water possible
in an area where 2il such catchments are
liable fo salinity; and, finally, ibat they arve
undoubtedly deserving of support respecting
the application that has been made during
the past few weeks {or assistance in conneec-
tion with the payment of interest and sink-
ing fund on a further amount they propose
to spend in the hope that some good may
result. Tt is all very well to inform the
local authorties, as has been {he position
in t¢he past, that it is merely necessary to
in¢rease the rates. Such an increase in order
to meet expenditure, the results of which
are problematical, 1s really no way to ren-
der assistance to the local anthorities, in
view of all the circumstanees. When T say
that, it brings me to the whole question of
water supplies along the Great Southern line.
It is very doubiful whether the system of
continuing loeal schemes will be definitely
suceessful in the future. The Pingelly
scheme is a total failure. There is the
trouble at Katanning that I have already
referred to, and the people at Narrogin are
in trouble with regard to their water sup-
ply. Gnowangerup, Mt. Barker and Tam-
hellup have no water supplies at all. It has
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been suggested that water could be obtained
from which all those centres could be sup-
plied, but it wonld lbe at a substantial cost.
It is also stated that places fartber east re-
quire water supplies, partieularly in a dry
season such as we have experienced recently;
but that action would involve great expense.
It is always suggested that the only way
to meet that expense is to place the incubus
of payment of rates on the farming com-
munity through whose land the water pipes
may run.  Unfortunately, the farmers in
the Great Southern have been obliged,
through the absenee of a proper water sup-
ply. to expend large sums in the provision
of their own supplies. The average farm
there is capitalised at not less than £350 for
water supplies, upon which the interest at
a flat rate per annum would represent about
£20. In other aveas where, fortunately, a water
supply was provided before settlement, it is
quite right that sneh a suggestion should he
made regarding payment of rates. On the
other hand, far more careful consideration
must be given to the position in the Great
Southern, for the reasons I have outlined.
Nevertheless, | believe it is the duty of any
Government to bear in mind the undoubted
value to the State that the areas throughont
the (reat Southern have been in the past,
and will be in the future, and to consider
carefully whether money can reasonably be
expended there, The Government should con-
sider whether thev should not be content to
take by way of revenue what can be obtained
from those in the town and its vicinty, who
are served, and allow the remainder of the
eost, in reengnition of the nndoubted valne
of the Great Southern to the finances of the
State, to be a chargze against Consolidated
Revenue. In my opinion, that is the way
this question should be approached. It is
of no value to persons in the Great South-
ern, who are confronted with such a difficult
problem regarding water supplies, to be told
that nothing can be done. Were the con-
ditions that exist in Katanning to-day to
be found in the metropolitan area, ithey
would not be tolerated for one moment. In
1928 the present Premier visited Katan-
ning and, if I remember aright, he received
a depuiation from the loecal authorities who
requested him to take action in the direction
of rebuilding the local court and police
quarters at Katanning. At that time, the
Premier made 2 very definite promise that
the necessary money would be placed on the
Estimates for the coming year, which wonld
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be, I think, 1929, That promise did bot
materialise. I will not criticise the Premier
at this juncture regarding the absence of
the provision. because I recogmise the rea-
son. The question of finance became more
and more ditlieult, and the people of Katan-
ning have long-since forgiven the absence
of provision for the rebuilding of the pre-
mises, plans for which had already been
prepared. I do not know what the esli-
mated cost of the work was, but I think it
was in the vieinity of £5,000. Sinee that
time there has been no improvement regard-
ing the loeal ecourt and police faeilities.
There is no provision for witnesses, Fre-
quently, during the hearing of a ease, wit-
nesses are ordered out of court and thev
are required fo stand outside in the san dur-
ing swmmer or in the rain during the win-
ter.  There is no room availahle for the
magistrate, and when he has to con-
fer with parties in Chambers, he has to
do 30 in the office of the ¢lerk of courts.
That office itself is totally inadequate for
an officer who is not only clerk of courts
bat registrar of births, deaths and marri-
ages, and a dozen other things as well.
The existing facilities are totally unsatis-
factorv. During the last few months re-
presentations have again been made to the
Ctovernment, not for the snbstantial expen-
diture originally suggested, but for some
improvement. It eommenced with an appli-
cation for an additional room for the
police office. At Katanning we have a ser-
geant and three constables who deal with
the larze number of persons in the town
and district, For instance, they have over
a thousand motor drivers’ licenses to deal
with. The officers have discussed the mat-
ter with me privately and pointed ount that
the four officials find diffieulty in transact-
ing a large volume of public business in a
room approximately 13ft. x 12€f. Notwith-
«tanding that we bave made representa-
tions, we have been informed that nothing
can be done. I make this very definite
appeal to the Minister to-day that he
should bear in mind, firstly, the faet that
we have had a definite promise made to us
which, as I have said, could not he hon-
oured, and, secondly, that we are not
pressing for that promise to be honoured
to-day, but are only asking that some slight
amelioration of the eireumstances, which
he knows and I know are particularly bad
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in this conneetion, should be granted. I
suppose onc of the more important matfers
confronting us to-day is that of the rela-
tions between the Agricultural Bank and
the farming community in this State. In
1934 the Agricnlfural Bank Bill was
brought down and subsequently hecame
law., It was supposed in many quarters
that it would usher in, as it were, a new
era in the relationships between the Agri-
cultural Bank and the farming eommunity.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: There is no doubt
about that.

Mr. WATTS: It was supposed, in addi-
tion, that it would solve all the problems
that were troubling the farming eommun-
ity.

Hou. W, 13, Johnson: That is doubtfui; I
do not agree with you there.

Mr. WATTS: I realised how nceessary
it was to solve all the problems facing the
agricultural eommunity, but I offer vp a
small thanksgiving that I was not amongst
those whoe subscribed to the measure.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: You voted for it.

Mr. WATTS: 1 was not here,

M, Raphael: You were in spirit, if not
in person.

Mr., WATTS: Not on your life! The
late Mr. Arnold Piesse represented Katan-
ning at that time and he wrofe to me send-
ing me a copy of the proposed enactment.
As an example of whether I was with it
in spirif, I told him that I was satisfied
certain clauses would prove death-traps

to the wunwary. And se they have
proved, I would first of all make
reference to the Commissioners them-
selves. T anticipated that they would

make some endeavour at least to place them-
=elves in personal contact with the men on
the land, with whom they bhad to deal, in
order to get first-hand information of the
affairs of their various clients. I think the
Minister who introduced the Bill was of
opinion that the Commissioners would do
something along those lines. T find in “Han-
sard’’ of 1934, page 832, the following state-
ment by the Minister for Lands:—

T am eonvineed that the Bank Commissioners
must he able to travel around tlie country and
imquire into the administration. Thex will then
have a grin of the position and the administra-
tion will be more satisfactory. At present it
is not possible for the trustees tn get a proper
grasp of what is bappening in the e¢ountry be-
cause they have little personal contact,
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T join with the Minister in those expres-
sions.  Had  they done  that—and I
submit they have had ample time in the
last 12 months to do 2 considerable amount
to improve the relationship existing between
themselves and the farmers—those relaiions
would have heen very much more satisfac-
tory, but I do not think anyone ean claim
that they have endeavoured to establish that
personal contaet. They do not realise, in
my belief, the effect of Section 51 of the
Agricultural Bank Act on a great number
of the farming community. [ am going
to prefaee my remarks by saying that T
realise the necessity for the control of the
finanecinl position by the Agrieultural Bank.
I know that the Conunissioners cannot pay
their dues to the Crown unless they can
volleet the interest from clients. I shall
not dwell upon that point more than I ean
help, but although 1 bear that financial oblig-
ation well in mind, I think the method in
which Section 31 has been administered has
heen vather too harsh, and that is express-
ing it lightly. Section 51 provides that
in  connection allegedly with one year's
interest the Agrienltural Bank shall have a
lien over all erops, wool or wool clips, but-
terfat produce, livestoek, ete. There is also
a provision in the Act that, if any refunds
are made out of the year's interest paid,
the Bank is to have a lien in respect of them
alsn. Say the amount was sufficient for a
year’s interest only, but for the amount
refunded. In the following year there wonld
he a lien for the year’s interest, plus the re-
fund plus what was left unpaid in the vear
before. Consequently it becomes a lien, not
for one year's interest but for a more sub-
stantial amount. The average farmer would
like the lien to be excrcised for the amount
of one year's interest, but he should bhe
allowed to administer, for the carrying on
of his property, any balance that might re-
main. Yet the Agricultural Bank Commus-
sioners claim that they ave entitled to the
whole of the proceeds that the lien may ex-
tend to, and dole the remainder back to the
farmer by monthly instalments of whatever
amount is considered justified. T de not
think that was the intention of the Legis-
lature when it passed the measure. If it
was going to grant a lien for one vear’s
interest, I think it definitely intended that
any surplus shonld be the property of the
farmer to earry on the work of the farm,
and that he should not be asked te go hack
almost as a mendicant for the zurplus. Yet,
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in many e¢ases, that is the position, and 1
maintain it is high time that we preseribed
plainly what are the definite powers of the
Bank in regard to this particular matter.
Another section of the Act provides that
when the Bank is salisfied that the value
of the security is not egual fo the amount
of the Habhility, and is not likely to appre-
ciate so as to become cqual fo the amount
of the liability, and the relationship of the
Bank with the farmer over previous years
has been satisfactory, the Bank may write
down the indebtedness of the farmer. That,
to my mind, is quite a reasonable proposi-
tion, but I do not think that the intention
has beemy carried out by the administration.
Nor, possibly, does the Act provide a pro-
per way in which it could be eavried out.
The method of valuing the land is the most
important aspect of the section. Tt de-
pends on the value of the land entirely. As
I understand the position—I am open to
correction if necessary—the value of the
land is arrived af by adding to the alleged
unimproved value—I use the word “alleged”
advisedly because some of the land has very
little unimproved value—the vaiue of the
improvements. Those two values together
will not in any circumstances give what the
farm is likely to produce, and from the point
of view of payment of interest and other
dues, it does not give what the land is worth
per annum to the farmer. When I say “to
the farmer” I mean also to his ecreditors,
because it 15 impossible to extract from
the property more than ean be ob-
tained from the ecrops, eote, produced.
It the hasis of valvation took more into
consideration the productivity of the land,
I have no doubt whatever that the success
of that section would be much greater than
it is. I merely point this ouf in the hope
that that method of valuation will be given
consideration. There is no doubt in my
mind that one might take two exactly simi-
larly improved properties, the improve-
ments costing almost exaetly the same
amount, in different portions of anv dis-
trict, and althongh they might be valued sim-
ilarly trom the point of view of unimproved
value, with improvements relatively much
the same, actunally the values are consid-
erably diffcrent, and, frem the point of
view of productivity, probably poles apart.
So 1 offer the suggestion that that
method of valuation should be taken into
consideration in an effort to assist, not
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only the farming communiiv, but also the
Commissioners of the Agricultural Bank,
to get some uniform basis to enahble them
te arrive at answers to the very difficult
questions they have to anpswer regarding
that section of the Aect. It is n peculiar
thing, too, that although the Agricultural
Bank has power to write down the debt
when it is satisfied that the security is not
equal to the amount of the liability and is
not likely to appreciate to that value, there
have been cases—I[ have known one defin-
itely—where a writing down was applied
for and the applicant was informed that
the amount could not be written down he-
eanse his property was worth more than
the debt. T.et me here mention that that
farmer’s stock was unemcumbered. By the
next mail there arrived a letter from the
hank requesting the farmer to give addi-
tional seceurity over’ the stoek. If the
security of the land was sufficient to cover
the amount of the lahilitv, what need was
there for further security, unless it be
that the Commissioners of the bank, in
their eagerness and zeal to put this mat-
ter on a still hetter footing, lost sight of
the personal equation and personal c¢ontaet
to whieh I have referved, and decided that
they must have more security and even an
entive grip of the man’s affairs. Bound ap
with the ¢uestion of the Agrienltural Bank
Act is, of course, the Rural Relief Fund
Aet passed last session. Apgain I can dis-
claim almost all responsibility regarding
that legislation, becanse I arrived here on
the last day of its disenssion. There is
one thing that I think is lacking from the
Rural Relief Fund Aet. I recall that an
effort was made by the member for Avon
to have something placed in the Act 1o
provide for local debt adjustment officers.
I helieve that a reference to them appears
in the .\et, but that they are not clothed
with any power. Tt secems fo me very
necessary that sueh officers should he ap-
pointed, not, if possible, from amongst
Agrienltural Bank officers in the country
distriets, but disinterested and local per-
sons could be found who might take some
local control over the matter of rural ve-
lief. In the sister State of Victoria power
is wiven to such officers to issue stay
orders, to call meetines of creditors and
eeperally, except for the final ap-
proval of the Rural Relief Fund
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lioard, to deal with the matter almost
from start to finish. It is apparvent, I
think, that local information and local
knowledge must definitely be of advanfage
in matters of this kind, and I hope the
Minister will see fit to introduce an amend-
ment to make provision for local debt ad-
Jjustment officers here such as is found in
the Vietorian Act. I hardly know whether
this is o weakness in the Act or in the
administration, but there seems to be no
determined attempt made to deal with the
problem of secured creditors. I am not
one to say, ‘“You must eompulsorily write
this down or that down.’” But there are
times when it is essential, if we are to
preserve the decent men upon their pro-
perties, just as there are times when it is
essential that the Agrieultural Bank should
do it, that the secured creditor must re-
ceive very definite consideration in
regard to the amount of his debt.
The Rural Relief Aet in eombination with
the Farmers’ Debts Adjnstment Aet makes
provision for the snspension of secured
debts. I believe that in a few instances
advantage has heen taken of that power. A
areat many of the cases which have come
before the board have resulted in arrange-
ments being made most satisfactory to
securved creditors, hut meost unsatisfactory
for a number of unsecnred creditors.
The hoard appears to have it in mind that
the smallest amount possible shoald be paid
to the unsecured creditor, and the greatest
amount possible to those who have some
security, the first mortgagee not being
tackled because the Act expressly exempis
lim without bis consent. I do not advocate
that we should compurlsorily achieve every-
thing in five minutes. Evervone should be
given a fair deal in such matters. There ave,
however, eases where extraordinary action
ought to be taken, and the power of suspen-
sion could be used for that very purpose. If
Subsection 3 of Section 31 of the Victorian
Aect were bronght into force, that power of
suspension would definitely have the effect
necessary, without any element of compnl-
sion except in the rarest cases, and then
after a period of five vears’' suspension.
This section would undoubtedly have the
effect of making arrangements for secured
ereditors, where the cireumstances of the
farmer were deserving of these eases being
met, more easily than is possible at present.
The next item to which T would refer deals
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with aborigines. A number of avticles have
appeared in the “West Australian” recently.
T have read these with great interest,
partienlarly as they refer to the half-caste
problem in the Great Southern. T was glad
to notice in the Speech that there is a
prospeet of legislation heing brought down
this session to deal with the aborigines ques-
tion. T had the privilege of giving evidence
on behalf of the Katanning Road Board to
the Roxal Commission when Mr. Moseley
was in Katanning. T pointed out on behalf
of the board that it secmed to us essential
that a better method of providing re-
servations, and giving the aborigines an
opportunity, as it were, to earn their
own living on these reservations, should
be attempted. 1 further suggested that
some separate type of court should be
constituted fo deal with offences by
aborigines, I still think that both these
matters are vitelly necessary. We do not
want aborigines’ reservations close to the
towns in the Great Southern, hmt we do not
want the aborigines to be regarded as pariahs
and driven out entirely from our midst.
They should be given an opportunity to do
something for themselves and to become an
ornament, at a distance, in our ecommunity
rather than what they are to-dav. Yesterday
the member for Claremont (Mr. North)
spoke about the extreme value of eneourag-
ing secondary industries in order that we, in
this State, might provide and then take ad-
vantage of the power which he snggested
could be obtained from Collie, or at least
eould be provided by other means. I could
not help feeling that he was putting the eart
before the horse. He told us it was neces-
sary, in order to increase our population,
that we should have secondary indnstries. T
put it to members that it is essential we
shonld first increase our population in order
that we might have secondary industries, not
that we shounld increase our secondary indus-
tries in order that we might have popula-
tion. So long as our present monetary sys-
tem continues we shall have to look first of
all to the agricultural districts. We have a
very large overseas debt and interest to pay
every vear. The only exportable matter 1
can see going from Western Australia is
primary production of one kind or another,
including gold. No matter what secondary
produets are produced, I know of no market
for them overseas. If we ean first dispose
of that financial problemm—we have to en-
deavour by every reasonable means to in-
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crease the population of the country di-tricts
in order to keep solvent in respect to our
overseas indebtedness—then we may be able
to turn our attention to secondary indus-
tries. | admit that once thev are in opera-
tion, with a largely inereased number of
cmployees, they would ecertainly absorb a
greater portion of our primary products
than is ahsorbed at present. Tt is necessary
to 2o into this question first of all from
the country standpoint, and secondly from
the metropolitan or secondary industrial
standpoint. I am diffident about address-
ing myself to the next subjeet, but I would
like to hear before the debate closes from
members of longer standing than myself if
they can explain to me the necessity for
an Address-in-reply debate. T admit first
of all that T have taken part in it for twe
or three obvious reasons. One is that the
opportunity should nof he missed when it
occurs, and another is that I see no pood
reason why I should not take the oppor-
tunity when others do so. I have been
wondering if an opportunity for a similar
effort does not oceur at other times during
the session, for example on the Estimates,
and elsewhere. ould it not be better from
many aspects to deal with other matters
which T understand, according to the Stand-
ing Orders, are delayed until the Address-
in-reply is completed? T am a little diffi-
dent about argning that question, and I
trust that more learned members will instruet
me concerning the advantages to be gained
from the Address-in-reply debate.

Mr. Sampson: You will get a prize if
vou can answer that,

Mr. Wilson: It is an old Spanish cus-
tom.

Mr. WATTS: The night before last we
heard veference to unauthorised expendi-
ture. Whatever any past Government has
done is no concern of mine. There are times
when urgent matters erop up, when expendi-
ture must he aunthorised long before Par-
liament assembles. There are #lso times
when even snch things as State steamers
and Claremont {rams may be regarded as
urgent. I will not disenss either of those
subjects mow. It is quite right that Par-
liament should endeavour by every possihle
means to limit expenditure te authorised
expenditure, and to disconrage wherever pos-
sible the activities of those who would ex-
pend money before it has been anthorised.
This should be so in order that Parliament
may not lose its good name amongst the
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people, and so that ecxpenditnre may be
serutinised by Parliament before it is in-
curred. We have heard comments from
various quarters concerning the activities of
the State Traunsport Board. I do not in-
tend to criticise that organisation, T have
made two or three requests to the board dur-
ing the past year, and have alwavs been
kindly dealt with. I am, therefore, not going
to eriticise it.

Mr. Patrick: That may he hecanse of
your size.

Mr. WATTS: T should, however, like to
refer to a recommendation of the Transport
Board. Tt affects the provision of funds
for a subsidised {ransport servise between
Ongerup and the country around Needilup,
which is a long distance east of the Great
Southern, Some 20 years ago the settlers
of the Needilup district, the ¢entre of which
is about 20 miles from Ongernp, were de-
finitely promised a railway. XNo railway has
vet been constructed. Many of the original
settlers arve still there. Rearing in mind
the successful results of the transport ser-
vice on the Boyup Brook-Cranbrook roufe,
I came o the eonclusion that it was a pro-
per request to make to the hoard that simi-
lar consideration should be given to the
route T have just mentioned.

The Minister for Lands: That is some-
thing you might do without coming here.

Mr. WATTS: I have done it. T under-
stand the rceommendation of the board is
in the hands of the Minister with regard
to the finaneial side. My ohservations are
only directed to asking the Minister and
his eolleagnes, if necessary, to give favour-
able consideration to the proposal. There
are no more deserving people anywhere in
the State than these, and no more deserv-
ing request than this. The majority of the
settlers went to the dishrict on the definite
understanding that they would get a rail-
wav. They are not going to pet it, they do
not expeet it, and no one will ask for it at
prezent, but I do ask that faveurable con-
stderation he given to the recommendaiion
for the provision of transport faeilities. On
the Frankland River fhere is a little spot
called Rocky Gully. T undersiand that
£64,000 was expended there in unemploy-
ment work for clearing, some fencing, and
laying down of pastures on a large area of
land there. There is nothing wrong with
the land, and T am not going fo say any-
thing about the expenditure. Tt is of no
use to cry over spilt milk. Although the
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land has been thrown open for selection
for some time not one application for a
block has been received. I understand that
the values placed upon it ranged from 9s.
104, an aere to £2 9s. an aere, and that
these values were arrived at by valuing the
improvements at only £13,000, there being a
loss of about £31,000 altogether. The Min-
ister for Lands has been good enough to
tell me that he will he pleased to lease the
land to those who desire to take it up, on
reasonable terms, provided they look after
the improvements. I have asked him twice
within the last six or eight weeks to tell
me on what terms he will make the land
available. At least three or four of the
blocks would. I think, he taken up by set-
tlers on the terms snggested if the amounts
desired were reasonable, I have not had
any information on the subjeet, but as the
Minister is here, I am going to ask him to
let me know as quickly as possible what he
intends to do.

The Minister for Lands: THd you write
to me personally on the matter®

Mr. WATTS: T did.

The Minister for Lands: T have not seen
the leiter yet.

Mr. WATTS: I have mentioned prev-
jousty in this Chamber the question of the
values which have been placed on the con-
ditional purchase Junds in various parts of
the State. T have eriticised those values by
saying that a grveat deal of the land is
nothing like worth, unimproved, the values
Placed upon it. I have said that a lot of the
land should have been given to those willing
to take it up. on the sole condition that they
would improve it. I firmly lold that belief
at the present time, It is not often that one
cal get any confirmation of such a belief
from a Royal Commission, and therefore I
cannot let the opportunity pass of quot-

ing the opinion of the Royal Com-
missioners on  the Agrieultural Bank
regarding certain  land  valuations in
parts  of my electorate.  These gen-

tlemen were appointed by the Crown to
oarry out a big task, and I consider that by
and large they did it extremely well. Ap-
parently thev were highly capable men.
One of them, since the conclusion of the
Roxal Cowmission’s work, has been ap-
pointed to a responsible position in the Ag-
rieultural Bank. These Royal Commis-
sioners, therefore, were not persons withont
knowledge of the subjeet, but persons who
were likely to speak the truth wherever they
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found it.  On page 104 of their report, re-
ferring to the Nwolnup scttlemenf, near
Nyabing, they say—

The whole of the country on this settlement
is of poor quality, and was bodly classified by
the Lands Department, inasmuch as 75 per
eent. of it was classified as first-class, and it
was very hard to get two or three lhundred
acres of first-elass land in nny of the bloeks.

Further ovn they say--

At this settlement your Conunissioners in-
spected a farm of the aren of 1,000 acres,
This bloek was elagsified by the Lands Depart-
ment as 963 acres first-class, 35 acres seeond-
class, and priced at 14s. 6d, per ucre, The set-
tler, relyiag on the classification, seleeted the
land in 1910, and has kept on working there
since that period. It is o poor, worthlesa block,
and it i3 a grave pity that this settler and his
brother have been chained to this property for
so long . ... Salt is appearing on this block,
which consiats prineipally of poor mallee coun-
try, with an abundanee of narrow-leaf poison,
It should have been abandoned years ago, and
these two hard-working men put on another
bleck in order to make a fresh start. The
Luands Department survevor who classified this
Jand as first-elass land should be severely cen-
aured.

Those are only o few of the blocks T have in
mind when making this reference to the
necessity for a re-valnation of a preat deal
of the conditional purchase land in Western
Australia. T know perfectly well that there
huve Deen re-valuations made in certain
parts, and that a measure of justice has
been done in certain parts; but there are
other arecas where re-valuationg have not
been made, and there is an opportunity
offering to do justice to them. I do hope
that in the near future aetion of that kind
will be taken, so that the people concerned
will not be in the position of those referred
to in the Commission’s report on the page
from which T have quoted, but in a mueh
more favourable position. I should hke to
refer to one other matter, the question of
hospital taxation. I suggest that considera-
tion should be given to making this taxation
if paossible, support the hospitals. Numerous
people of my aequaintance would he willing,
if that could be doune, to pay a little more.
When oue examines the statements of re-
ceipts and expenditure in regard to the hos-
pital tax, one finds that a considerable
amount is derived from it, but not a very
ereat deal from hospital fees which are enl-
lected from those who are able o pay then,
bhut who alse pav hospital taxation. Last
vear no contribution at all was made from
revenne, Tt zeetns to me that the amount
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taken from the hospital tax and the amount
that is expended on the maintenance of
hospitals are growing so close together that
it is high time consideration was given to
at least inquiring into the matter of whether
a small addition to the hospital tax would
not coniplete the maintenance of the hos-
pitals and allow those who pay the tax to
he at least eertain of a reasonable amount
of free treatment in exchange. The present
position seemis to be that if yon have some
money you pay some tax, and if vou are sick
yvou pay fees. That is not a fair incidenco
for those who are in receipt of ordinary
wages, beeause they pay hospital tax and yet
are often asked to pay hospital fees as well,
The present position is not fair to anybody.
It would be a reasonable matter for the
Government to inguire into, at least. I may
be wrong, but that is how the matter ap-
pears to one who is not in a position to go
into the details of the subject, details which
those in charge of hospitals would be able
to go into, If they ean conclusively show
that the arguments T have put up are wrong,
I shall be verv glad, and numerons other
penple in Western Aunstralia will be glad, to
henar that such arguments are wrong. But at
present there is an impression that this is a
tax which you have fo pay and that in no
circumstances, if you ean pay veur hills
otherwise, shall you get any advantage
whatever from the tax,

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) [5.23]: With
hon. members who have preceded me I ex-
fend to you, Sir, the sincerest eongratula-
tions on your re-clection to the Speaker's
Chair; and T am sure that you will conduct
that high office in this Parliament with the
same ability that you have shown during
the previous Parliament. 1 also congratulate
hon. members who have addressed them-
selves to the Speech of His Excellency. I
congratulate them at any rate om their
speeches. In that reference I include my
coleagne the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr.
Styants), who in making his maiden speech
here acquitted himself very well indeed.
While congratulating hon. members who
have preceded me, T have to make a certain
amount of reservation in the case of one
hon., member, Thai hon member is not here
at the moment. HHowever, that he is away
on this oceasion does not concern me, The
member for York, the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, in addressing himself to His Excel-
leney's Speech, with the persistency that is
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characteristic of him attacked the Govern-
ment, declaring that they had neot an em-
ployment poliey. It is not the first time
the hon. gentleman has been guilty of mak-
ing that statement. One would have thought
that, fresh as he was from the general elec-
tion, he would have tired of repeating such
an assertion. During the election eampaign
he presented what he called a policy to the
people of Western Australin, He referred
in his policy speech to the all-important
yuestion of unemployment. But the elec-
lors of Western Australin  rejeeted his
policy, and returned labour to this Touse
to occupy the same posifion during this
Parliament ns during the last. The fact
that the Government of the day have been
returned €or another lease of office is proof
pusilive, if proof were wanting, that they
have had, and have, an employment poliey.
Therefore I would have thonght that when
the Leader of the Opposition was address-
ing the House he would, for once, have got
on to another line of attack and tried to
find some other spot in the armour of the
present Ciovernment that might be weaker
than the one on which he has concentrated
his attention for so long. That the present
Gtovernment have an employment policy is
the cause of their retwn to the Treasury
Benehes. One of the main reasous for their
return was the people’s knowledge and ex-
pericnce of the Mitchell-Latham Govern-
ment when trying to handle the unemploy-
ment question at the beginning of the years
of depression, namely in 1930. The people’s
cxperience of Lhe three years from 1930 to
1933 was sufficient warning to them not
again to entrust their destinies to a com-
binaiion of that deseription, but, on the
confrary, o renew their confidence in the
Government that had grappled with the
problem of nnemploxment in a highly effec-
tive way. If one compares the plight of
the unemployed during the Mitchell-
Latham regime with their position to-day,
one sees a vast difference straightaway. T
am not one of those who say that the con-
dition of the relief worker to-day is an
ideal one, nor do members of the Labour
Government suggest any such thing. The
position is not as good as Ministers wonld
like o see it, but certainly it represents an
improvement on the position obtaining dur-
ing the oceupancy of the Treasury Benches
by their immediate predecessors. With the
finances available to the present. Govern-
ment, excellent work has been done. Yes-
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terday dn this Chamber I asked the Minister
for Employment a question withount notice
bearing on the employment position, and
his answer indicated that now and for some
time past the Government are and have
been busy with a scheme for improving the
lot of the vnemployed, to bring about full-
time work if that is possible, and generally
to lghten the lot of those men who have
had to bear the brunt of the miseries and
difficulties attendant upon the years of de-
pression.  Apguin in reply to the attack of
the Leader of the Opposition 1T say that
the present Government have a definite em-
ployment policy, and that they have a goal
in view which I do not think they will be
long in reaching, when there will be a re-
version to full time.

Hon. P. D, Ferguson: You are an opti-
uist.

Mr. NEEDHANM: Pessimism will not get
us anywhere. Tf [ am optimistic, I have
reason to be so. lu wmy opinion, the Minis-
ter for Employmenl would not have given
sueh an answer in this Chamber as be gave
vesterday unless he was sure he eould fulfil
the expectations erveated in the hbreasts of
hon. members by hiz reply. T feel confi-
dent that the Minister will be able to fulfil
those expectations. Until all those men are
back on full time, there is no use talking
about prosperity. 'The Speech makes a re-
ference in that regard, alluding to the sur-
plus of some £88,000 for the financial year
just closed. Thai is an evidence of return-
ing prosperity; but 1 repeat that until the
army of 8,000 men now dependent on the
Crovernment for employment are working

full time, we are a long way from
prozperity as we understood that
term in the years prior to 1930,

Now, while it is a very laudable goal to
have in view to get all those men on to
full time, stil we have to analyse the
position very earefully. It will be a very
difficult matter to put all men on full time,
even all those 8,000 men that are depend-
ent on the (Government under the capitalis-
tie regime. My eolleague, the member for
Brown Hill-Ivanhee (Mr, F. C. L. Smith),
referred to that phase in a very fine ad-
dress in this Chamber yesterday afternoon.
I for one confend that under the capitalis-
tie system of government we have, it is a
very diffienlt matter to get ail men on full
time.

Mr. Hughes: Then let us abolish the
system.
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Mr. NEEDHAM: I do not think any
member lere can assert correctly that
prior to 1930, when there were not so many
men dependent on the Crovernment, they
were all on full time.

Mr. Withers: That never has been so.

Myr. NEEDHAM: Therc never has been
full time for all under a capitalistic re-
gime. But I am prepared to go as far
as I possibly can if it means the abolition
of capitalistic government te bring about
an economic system that will ensure full
time to all those that have employment.
TUnder the ecapitalistic system of govern-
ment, to use an old saying, ‘“We have the
unemployed with us, just as we have the
poor.’’ But there is this particular phase
of it to which I should like to refer: it
may be that out of the depression years,
ag ount of other disasters, a little good may
have come. There is, of course, that old
saying to the effect that out of disaster
comes good. We know that what has hap-
pened ab any rote is this: that it has com-
pelled the State to rceognise its duty to
see to it that a man shall have work, the
right to live and the right to work. There
are numbers of men to-day who unfortun-
ately, owing to physieal disabilities, find
that they are not able to take on a class
of work that is provided by the Govern-
ment. Most of that work is of a very
arduous and lahorious nature, and unfor-
tunately for those men, they cannot do
that work, and so they are rated ‘‘C*
class. Many of those men are dependent
entirely on the sustenance that is allowed.
Prior to the depression years, those men
were looked npon as unemployable, and it
was contended, and, for that matter, still
is contended, that we shall always have un-
employables with us. To my mind, it is
the evil of the system under which we live
and work and try to govern. But at all
events the State now recognises that it
has & duty to perform towards those
people, and so they are assisted. I do not
claim, nor does anyone else claim, that 7s,
a week per head for those people is suf-
ficient; T am only pointing out that to-day
the State recognises, as it never did be-
fore, that it bas a duty to perform to those
people by seeing that they get some kind
of living at any rate, whereas prior to the
depression years that was not considered,
or not in the same way as it is to-day. I
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have a distinct recollection of a depression
some 14 or 15 years ago, when we had a
fair amount of unemployment here in
Peorth. The present Agent-General, Sir Hal
Colebateh, was Acting Treasurer of the
State at that time, in 1922, and I remem-
ber that the exeeutive officers of the Trades
Hall, of which I was the secretary, time
after time approached the Aecting Trea-
surer and pointed out the neeessity for
giving assistanece to people who could not
get work, T can assure you, Mr. Speaker,
we had eonsiderable difficulty in those days
in getting that principle recognised. How-
ever, that, I believe, was the start of it.
But hefore the full objective is reached,
the system will have to extend still farther.
While advocating full-time work, and
slressing the necessity for it, I do not for-
get that it will ecost a considerable amount
of money, and may even tax the financial
resources of the Siate, realising as I do
that the State, in common with other
States of the Commonwealth, is not master
of its own finaneial destiny. But even
though it will cost a considerable amount
of money over and above what the exist-
ing system Js costing, I venture to say
that the reversion to full time will almost
pay for itself by the fact of its increasing
the purchasing power of the people. Tt
13 well known that those of us who sit
on this side of the Chamber contended at
the beginning of the depression that a
rednetion in wages of employees was not
the way to meet the economie difficulties
of the depression. We contended that
in proportion te the reduetion in wages or
sularies, they were going to intensify the
unemployment position. Why? Because
the purchasing power of the community was
depleted, and beeause of that depletion or
weakening of the purchasing power, the
natural result from an economic point of
view was considerable additions to the army
of unemployed. That, of course, is an
veonomic faet which is incontrovertible and
mulisputable,  Undeniably this Government
did bring ahout a restoration of wages
and  salary eots of the 1930-331 period,
and in doing so helped to increase the pur-
chasing power of the community; and then,
by giving periods of emplovment at full
rates to men on Government work, they still
further increased Lhe purchasing power of
the community. Sa T say that reversion to full

111

time, although it may tax the financial re-
sources of the Government, living as they do
from a financial point of view on the good-
will of ecapitalists, surely it is worth trying,
for it will eventually pay for itself. I often
hear it said that the power of the State is
sovereign. There was a time in the history
of parliamentary Government in this State
when the power of the State was sovereigm:
but that is not to-day, nor has it been for
many vears past. There is not o State Par-
linment in the Commonwealth that, in the
trne sense of the term, is sovereign. T will
o farther and say that the Commonwealth
Parliament itself is not a sovereign entity
in its realm, any more than is any one of the
States. My reason for saying so is that a
Parliament or a Government that has not
full control of its own finanees cannof be a
sovereign entity. From the day the financial
position was handed over to the T.oan Coun-
cil, and from the day the people of the Com-
monwealth included the Financial Aguvee-
ment in the Commonwealth Constitution, the
sovereignty of all Australian Parliaments,
State and Commonwealth, went by the
hoard. Thus we have to go from time to
time to the Loan Connecil asking for assist-
ance to carry on the public services of the
countrv. The six State Treasurers, together
with the Commonwealth Treasurer, meet at
the Loan Council, and what do they do?
They agree to present a request to the Com-
monwealth Bank for a certain sum of money
which, they say, is the irreducible minimum
to enable them fo earrv on His Majesty's
services in this Commonwealth of Australia.
Each Treasurer, or his department, has gone
into the accounts before attending the Loan
Couneil meeting, and he knows what is the
smallest amount that will enable him to
carry on, The Treasurers meet at the Loan
Couneil and agree to put a request fo the
Commonwealth Bank for a ecrtain amount
of money. Then the Commonwealth Bank
turns round and says, “You cannot have so
much.” At the last meeting of the T.oan
Council, it was agreed to request the Com-
monwealth Bank for £21,000,000. But the
Commonwenlth Bank said, “No, we can only
let you have so much, but if vou like to pay
a little more interest, possibly vou will get
a little more monev.” So what is the use of
talking of the sovereignty of a State Parlia-
ment or a State Government when they are
all dependent on the whim of the board of
vunagement of the Commonwealth Bank?
The representatives of democracy having to
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go, eap in hand, to the autoeracvy of the
Commonwealth Bank, there is no responsi-
bility to the people whom those members
represent. I say that when we talk about
full-time work, which we alj want to see for
all men as soon as possible, we must not
formet the finaneial difficulties assoelated
with that ideal. Tf the State Treasurers
camnot get the mouev from the Common-
weallh Bank, what other souree is there
which the Government can tap? When the
recent loan was floated, the Commonwealth
Bank told the assembied Tremiers what
it was intended to pay by way of in-
terest, and the result was {hat the loan
was under-subseribed lo the extent of two
millions. Why was that loan under-sub-
seribed? Because the interest rate was not
attractive to the investors. Again, we are
up against another difficulty, the cheaper
the money, the better for industry. The
people who wnnt to keep industries going
have a hetter chance of doing so when money
is cheap than when it is dear, and, on the
other lhand, when people wish to invest in
# loan, unless the intevest is high they do
not care about subseribing to it. The diffi-
culty, therefore, rests with the proeedure
that has to be adopted in approaching the
Loan Council, and it is entirely dependent
upon the attitude the Commonwealth Bank
adopts, sympathetie or otherwise. So that
in the final analysis it comes down to the
question of an alteration of the monetary
system under which we live; and of comrse
that monetary system cannot be changed
by the State Parliament or by the State
Government. TIn this partienlar regard the
Commonwealth Parliament is the supreme
authority. It could change the authority
under which the Commonwealth Bank oper-
ates; it conld considerably alter the charter
of the Commonwealth Bank and bring it
back to the positien it oceupied when that
bank was first brought into being in 1911
From 1911 it did good work until its charter
was altered in 1924. In the intervening
period it was a people’s bank and it fune-
tioned ns such; it was in competition with the
private hanks, hut as soon as the alteration
of ils charter in 1924 was made, until to-
day, it has heen worked as a bankers’ bank
instead of heing in open competition with
the private banks. Notwithstanding all the
difficulties connected with the provision of
employvinent, those difliculties are not in-
superable, I dare say the Government will
hea able to meet them and that before we are
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much older we shall have in operation a
scheme of full-time employment. The re-
sponsibility of providing full-time employ-
ment is not entirely ours; I think private
employers have an obligation just as great
as that of the Government. Sometimes I
can understand the protests of hon. mem-
hers opposite and the blame they cast on
the Government about the unemployment
palice. In the one breath they say to the
Gtovernment “Hands off private enterprise.”
We cannot have both; it is just as much
the duty of the private employer to bring
ahout full4ime work for those who are idle
as it 15 the duly of the Government of the
day, and it is their duty as far as they pos-
sibly ¢an to see that that is done. Until
the time comes if ever it does come, when
it will he possihle for mus to boast of real
socialism, I repeat that the obligation to
provide full-time work for all the people
does not entirely rest with the Government
of the day. Those engaged in private in-
dustry have an equal obligation. In a way,
the Leader of the Opposition referved to
that point in the course of his speech. He
said that if there had been an Improvement
in the employment position during recent
vears, it was not due to the work provided
by the Government, i was due solely to
the fact that economic conditions had im-
proved. Taking the bon. gentleman at his
word, it is all the more necessary for the
private employer o take advantage of that
improved economic condition %o help to
bring ahout full-time employment all round.
As T have just said, as the interest on money
is less than it was, and money being cheaper,
this should be a factor towards bringing
about the desirable end of full-time work
for all. Those who are opposed to us sel-
dom vefer to0 what is taking place in those
States where Labour Governments are not
in power. For instance, we have heard no
reference made to South Australia, Vietoria
or New South Wales as to the condition of
relief workers in those States, or the amount
of work actually provided. T venture to say
that more has been done by the Govern-
ment of Western Australia during the past
three years in the way of providing work
than has been done by any of the Govern-
ments in the three States I have mentioned.
What i5 more, higher sustenance rates are
being paid in Western Australia than in
any of the other States where Governments
are opposed to Labour. As regards the
higher sustenance being paid, I am not
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¢laiming eredit solely for the Labour Gov-
ernment. The higher sustenance payments
were introduced during the regime of the
Mitchell Government. I give credit where
eredit is due. These payments have
been continued by the Labour Government
and, in addition more work has been
provided from Governmeni funds, revenune
or loan, than in any of the three States gov-
erned by those oppused to Labour. So much
for the question of employment and the re-
version to full-time work, and the sooner
it comes about the better, for after all,
cvery other subject to-day pales into insig-
nificance in comparison with the reversion
to fullstime lwbour. There is another matter
to which T previousiy referred and, in fact,
it 15 put of the pelicy enunciated by the
present Government during the recent clec-
fion ecampaign. I do not see any reference
to it in the Lieut.-Covernor's Speech, but

I am not so much concerned about
what is in the Speech as I am to
what 15 omitted from it. 1 do net

think there is any veference to the
40-hour week in it, but I do know that that
is part of the poliey of this Government,
and T hope there will be no avoidable delay
in giving practical consideration to the ques-
tion. The ery has been raised that a 40-
hour week is a Commouwealth and not a
State matter. The argument 15 being ad-
vanced that if we had a 40-hour weck in
this State and it did not exist in any other
State of the Commonwealth, we would suffer
from an economic point of view on account
of the difference in the hours of labour.
There is a c¢ertain amount of force in that
argument, but the Government of this State
can introduce the 40 hours just as the 44
hows were introduced, and in that way set
an example for the other States to follow.
1f the economic sifuation is such that it
might prove dangerous or a nou-commercial
proposition fo introduce the 40 hours with-
oul the other States ecoming inte lme, then
I sax the sooner the matter is diseussed at
the Premier’s Conference, and the other
States inviled to eome into line, the better
will it be for all. Personally, T consider
that the Commonwealth under its Consti-
tution has the power to introduce a 40-hour
week, hut that may be a debatable question
and, as 1T am not an authority on constitu-
tional quegitons, I am only expressing the
opinion for what it is worth, The guestion
of the 40-hour week is of vast importance,
and it is hound up very closely with the
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question of unemployment. If we are to
grapple cffectively with the unemplovment
probem, then the hours of labour will have
to he veduced becanse the hours of labour
cannot continue to remain as they are side
by side with rapid advance in machinery.
Every day or every time a new machine is
invented, or every time an improvement is
made to an existing machine, we find that
snemployment is inereased. Whilst I do
not contend that the reduction of the hours
of labour by fonr per week will entirely
solve the unemployiment problem, T will sug-
gest that it will go a long way towards
Holving i, and bowards minimdsing to a
considerablie extent ils evils. Se I hope that
the Govermment will not lose any time in
cither trving to introduee the 40-hour weck
in this State or bringing the matter very
fareibly before the Premiers’ Conference
so  that the veduced thouwrs may he
worked throughout the Commonwealth.
During the eourse of his speech, the Leader
of the Opposition complained of the in-
creased imports from the Eastern States
and overseas. One would have thought that
he was blaming the Government for the
increase. IF any Government in this State
ever endeavoured to prevent, or at any
rate to decrease, Lhe yuantity of imports
trom the Eastern States or elsewhere, the
Labour (Government did so during the past
three years. They supported the local pro-
duets eampaign and in no fitful manner.
Right frow the ineeption of the campaign.
that support was maintained vigorously.
The then Minister for Fmployment de-
voted considerable time to encouraging the
movement. Unfortunately it is true that
the imports from the Enstern Stafes and
overseas have inereased, but that result
cannot be laid at the doors of the present
(lovernment, but rather is it atfributable
to the apathy of the public themselves who
will not demand loeal products. We ean
manufacture commodities in  this State
equal to those turned out elsewhere in the
Commonwealth, and the goods ean be put
up just as attractively as elsewhere. The
difficulty is to get the people to realisc
the necessity to patronise loval produects
and to develop a local products conscience.
If that were possible, then people when
they went inte a shop wounld inquire whe-
ther the article shown to them had been
made in Western Anstralia or in the Eas-
tern States. If we were ahle to save half
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of the amount that is sent annually to the
Iastern States in the purchase of goods
manufactured there, which would repre-
sent several million pounds, it would go a
long way towards solving our local unem-
ployment problem. Now I shall refer to
one or two loeal matters. The first has
reference to the Perth Technical College.
Ever sinee T have been a member of this
Parliament, 1 have brought under the notice
of the Government annually the deplorable
condition of that institution. I am not
referring to it heeause the college happens
to be situated in the Perth electorate. It
is of greater importance than that for it
concerns the people of the State as a
whole. Tt is well known that the buildings
are not suitable for the purpose of the
technieal edueation of our young people.
Time and again the matter has been dis-
cussed in this Chamber. Various Minis-
ters for Bdueation have inspected the in-
stitution and seen for themselves the in-
sanitary and unhygienic condifion of the
rooms in which the students have to work.
The pupils are cramped in space and the
staff are confronted with difficulties re-
speeting supervision. Instead of having all
the students in one building, where the
difficulties of supervision would not be so
great, rooms in the Perth Boys’ School in
James-street have to be used for classes
at night time, Tast session I asked the
Minister for T.dueation whether steps
would be taken te improve the existing
eonditions either by enlarging the present
building or providing mew premises, and
we were informed that the matter was
under eonstderation. Tt is still under
consideration.  Finanec cannot he ad-
vanced as an excuse for inaction because
the (iovernment have heen advised from
time to time that if they could sell the
frontage in St. George’s Terrace and ex-
tend the Government offices in the other
direction, they would secure more than suf-
licient to pay for the whole cost of the
alterations. [ again bring this matter
under the notice o the Minister becanse L
regard it as a watter of extreme importance
that the students attending the Technieal
College should have an opportunity to work
under the very best of conditions and that
those charged with the task of supervising
their efforts should have every opportunity
to carry out their work effeetively. I have
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before me the report of the Edueation De-
partment for 1935 and I shall quote a para-
graph from it. Every report from this
department that I have read during the
last three years at least has had a similar
complaint embodied in it. In the latest
report there is the following:—

Buildings: This matter has been referred to
year after year, but the extra buildings se
badly needed have mot been provided.  The
number of individual students cnrolled at the
Perth Technical Colloge during 1985 was 3,176,
an increase of 313, The work was earried out
under conditions that preveut efficient work
being done. The Commissioner who held an in-
quiry into the needs of techuical cdueation in
1928 recommended that £30,000 to £60,000 he
expended on huildings at the Technieal Cal.
lege and £20,000 on equipment, The number in
attendance then was 2,464. The numbers have
inereased since 1928 by 800, vet no increased
aceommodation has been provided. If funds
cannot be made awvailable by the State, the
time has arrived when an carmest cndeavour
should be made to obtain them from other
sources. In America the Federal Government
nssist the States. In parts of Emgland the
local governing bodies provide funds for teeh-
nical education, a motable example being the
Municipal School of Techiuology, Manchester.
I strongly recommend that the present almost
impossible state of affairs be ended. A strong
case could be made for assistance from the
Federal Government, or the Municipal Aect
could he amended to enable sufficient funds fo
be provided by way of rates.

For the fourth or fifth time I bring this
question under the notice of the Govern-
ment and particularly the Minister for
Education in the hope that something will
be done in the near future to provide bet-
ter accommodation at the college. Some
atbention might be given to the suggestion
made by the Director of Edueation that,
failing sufficient funds leing available
from State sources, the Federal Govern-
ment might he appreached to render the
assistance necessary. I hope my appeal on
this occasion will not fall on deaf ears.
There is another matter I want to refer to.
Tt also refers to part of the Perth elec-
torate, but again it is ol interest to the
whole Stale.

Mr. WILSOXN: | moeve—

That the hon. member he granted leave to
eontinue his speech at the next sitting.

Motion put and passed.
i &

House adjourned at §.11 pomn,



